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Presidential h istorian visits campus
b y  C a m e r o n  K r a m l ic h
________________________  N e w s  E d it o r
Presidential Historian  
Michael Beschloss gave a uni­
versity Convocation Tuesday 
entitled “Presidential
Leadership.” Beschloss covered 
a basic political history of the 
United States presidency in the 
twentieth century. As an emi­
nent scholar on the topic, he 
shared his unique perspective 
on presidential leadership with 
the Lawrence community. The 
topics covered ranged from the 
1960 Richard Nixon presiden­
tial campaign to the changing 
nature of Bill Clinton’s reaction 
to presidential power.
Beschloss discussed the 
nature of being a presidential 
historian. His next book is 
based on private tapes from the 
Johnson administration. He 
explained his difficulties in 
using the notes left by 
Johnson’s secretaries because 
they were incomplete and occa­
sionally inaccurate. In one 
example, he mentioned that 
the secretary noted Johnson as 
saying that a “pack of bastards” 
was waiting outside of his office 
while he intended to mention 
the “Pakistan ambassador.” 
Beschloss said, “When you get 
a piece of information, you need 
to ask the questions...if it real­
ly fits what else you know 
about him.”
A major trend Beschloss 
noted was the rise and decline 
of the presidential mystique. 
According to Beschloss, the
Following Tuesday’s Convocation, Michael 
students and faculty in Riverview Lounge.
>ss answered questions from 
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concept of the presidency as 
envisioned by our founding 
fathers two centuries ago was 
an institution that acted as an 
adjunct to the congress. This 
century the converse has held 
because of special factors that 
dominated American political 
life until the decline of the 
Soviet Union in the early 
1990s. Starting with Truman 
after World War II and continu­
ing through Bush, the United 
States existed in a delicate 
equilibrium between war and 
peace, a position that necessi­
tated a strong leader.
Without the unifying threat 
of the Soviet Union dominating 
American overseas interests, 
Beschloss explained, the presi­
dency began its decline during 
the Bush administration. 
During the Republican
Habitat for Humanity chapter started
b y  A m y  H a e g e l e
Revolution of 1994, GOP con 
gressional leader Newt 
Gingrich declared political 
independence from the presi­
dent, particularly with respect 
to foreign policy. Democrat 
leader Dick Gephardt issued a 
similar declaration as well.
Beschloss said that the 
numerous political movements 
that have dominated interna­
tional scene this decade have; 
also complicated the Clinton 
presidency. From Rwanda, 
Zaire, Nigeria, and Kosovo, the 
struggle America has become 
involved in are both unpalat­
able politically and necessary 
internationally. Lawrence 
University President Richard 
Warch quoted Arthur 
Schlessinger in his introduc-
  ---------------------------------
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The new Lawrence chapter 
of Habitat for Humanity was 
recognized by LUCC this week. 
The group has been active since 
early first term. Habitat for 
Humanity International is a 
non-profit organization that 
seeks to alleviate substandard 
housing and homelessness. It 
was founded in 1976 by Millard 
and Linda Fuller. Habitat 
brings together volunteers of 
all ages, faiths, and economic 
backgrounds to build safe, 
affordable housing with and for 
low-income families. Since 
1979, Habitat has helped over
350,000 people worldwide build 
homes.
Campus Habitat chapters 
function in a fashion similar to 
local Habitat chapters. They 
help in fundraising efforts and 
coordinate volunteer work to 
help build housing at local 
sites. Campus chapters help 
local Habitat affiliates inter­
view housing applicants and 
serve on committees. They also 
participate in the Collegiate 
Challenge, a program that 
sends student volunteers to 
building sites in the US and 
abroad over breaks. Over the 
past spring break, students 
went to help with building pro­
jects in the Philippines. 
According to Chapter Co- 
President Beth Halpern, col­
lege is the most active time for 
Habitat volunteers.
The Lawrence group began
meeting actively in November. 
Thus far, they have joined  
Lantern, the Lawrence 
University community service 
club, twice to work on a local 
housing partnership project. As 
well, they have wrapped gifts 
at the mall as a fundraising 
project for the local Habitat 
affiliate and are currently mak­
ing plans for a trip to work on a 
building site in Chicago over 
Memorial Day weekend. They 
are also planning a booth at 
Celebrate.
The Lawrence chapter will 
be officially recognized by 
Habitat for Humanity  
International in the immediate 
future. This recognition will 
come as a result of a long appli­
cation process that began in 
late September. The group 
meets at 9:15 p. m. on 
Wednesday in The
Underground. Interested indi­
viduals need not regularly 
attend m eetings to help on 
Habitat projects.
Beth Halpern and Zack 
Walker are the co-presidents, 
Andrea Ward is the secretary, 
and Dave Frye is the faculty 
advisor. Numerous other stu­
dents have helped in the 
group’s organization.
On why she chooses to 
devote her time to Habitat, 
Beth Halpern said, “I believe 
that everyone has a fundamen­
tal right to shelter and a home 
of their own. Habitat ... is a 
step in the right direction to 
eliminating poverty.”
Insurance policy no longer a 
threat to activities
b y  C a m e r o n  K r a m l i c h  &  
_______________S t u a r t  S c h m i t t
As a result of a routine 
insurance review this summer, 
Lawrence University’s insur­
ance provider canceled cover­
age for some student organiza­
tions.
The most severely effected 
group was the Outdoor 
Recreation Club. Many of 
ORC’s activities were no longer 
possible under the new inter­
pretation of the insurance poli­
cy.
In addition, the insurance 
provider would not cover the 
outdoor equipment check-out 
system  run by ORC. Many 
other student groups, including 
the crew team and the cross­
country team, use ORC’s equip­
ment for outdoor activities.
As a response to the policy 
change, Dean Nancy Truesdell 
and Associate Dean Paul 
Shrode appealed in defense of 
the extracurricular programs.
Their argument stated that
the activities provided by 
groups such as ORC were as 
much a part of a liberal arts 
education as academics and 
athletics.
Truesdell’s and Shrode’s 
argument was largely success­
ful, but the policy does not 
work exactly as it did before 
the review. All of the previously 
allowed activities remain, but 
some new safety precautions 
have been added.
ORC, for example, is now 
required to hold a pre-trip safe­
ty meeting before trips where 
there may be some risk. Like 
before, all participants are 
required to sign a statement 
acknowledging risk. But the 
form is now much more 
detailed.
The impact of the changes is 
minimal, according to the out­
going ORC president, Jeremy 
Bakken. He says the change is 
“not a big deal, as originally 
thought when we got here on 
campus.”
Lawrence violist w ins Chicago C ivic position
b y  A n d r e w  K a r r e
-------------------------- S t a f f  W r it e r
Sometime in the last few 
days of February, sophomore 
viola performance major Kate 
Lewis returned from a short 
but important trip to Chicago. 
Lewis spent a day at 
Symphony Center, the home 
of the Chicago Symphony, 
taking an audition for a posi­
tion in the Civic Orchestra of 
Chicago, the training orches­
tra associated w ith the 
Chicago Symphony and one of 
the most prestigious and 
selective ensem bles of its  
kind in the world.
The Civic performs in 
Chicago and on tour through­
out the country under the 
batons of Daniel Barenboim, 
Pierre Boulez, and many 
other world class artists. It is 
a highly competitive ensem ­
ble, fielding auditions from 
all over the world. Members 
receive a small stipend for liv­
ing expenses and the opportu­
n ity to study and perform  
with some of the finest musi­
cians in the world. The
ensemble is often a stepping 
stone to a career as a profes­
sional orchestral musician in 
a major ensemble (22% of the 
members of the Chicago 
Symphony are Civic alumni).
Lewis says she decided to 
take the audition because she 
“needed to have the experi­
ence of playing a real orches­
tral audition.” She wanted to 
taste what it was like to be 
alone and silent on a stage 
and hear a voice from behind 
a screen bark out excerpts to 
be performed and corrections 
to be made. It is a demanding 
and highly unforgiving situa­
tion unique to the world of 
the professional performing 
musician and it was som e­
thing that Lewis wanted very 
badly to experience.
She did not go into the 
audition w ithout expecta­
tions, though. Lewis has been 
playing viola for 15 years and 
has attended the Interlochen  
Arts Camp and several presti­
gious chamber m usic pro­
grams. She is no stranger to 
success and says that she was 
aware that she was playing at
or near the level o f other 
players in the Civic. She  
in s is ts , though, th a t she  
would have been satisfied  to 
come home and hear that she 
had not won a position. “I 
wanted to learn the standard  
professional audition litera­
ture and to have a real audi­
tion experience,” she says. 
“On the drive home, I was 
pleased with what I had done 
in the audition. If that had 
been all, I would have been 
happy.”
But that was not all. Less 
than 24 hours later Lewis 
found out that she had won a 
position in the Civic 
Orchestra of Chicago. Lewis 
becam e the second  
Lawrentian in as many years 
to win a Civic audition . 
Jerem iah Frederick (‘98) won 
a position in the Civic horn 
section  la st year and per­
formed during the 1998-99  
season.
Lewis says she had enter­
tained the possibility of w in­
ning, but that she had never
continued CHICAGO page 3
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In spite of Reeves, “The Matrix” deliversWhat's Oft?
a t  Lawrence
SUNDAY, APR. 18 
1:30 p.m.
B aseb all vs. W isconsin  
L utheran  (doubleheader); 
W hiting Field.
6:00 p.m.
L aw rence In ternation al 
Cabaret; B uchanan K iew it 
Recreation Center. Tickets 
are $6.
8:00 p.m .
L aw rence Cham ber  
Players; Harper Hall, M usic- 
Drama Center.
9:30 p.m .
The B ill M iller Trio; 
C offeehouse, M em orial 
Union.
TUESDAY, APR. 20 
7:00 p.m .
E lena F eath erston , 
writer, filmmaker, and cul­
tural critic, w ill speak as 
part o f D ow ner F em in ist  
C ouncil’s W om en’s Week; 
W riston auditorium.
WEDNESDAY, APR. 21 
8:00 p.m .
S tu dent recital: H einzel 
K unsm ann , piano; H arper  
H all, M usic-Dram a Center.
THURSDAY, APR. 22 
8:00 p.m .
“Tour,” an original m usi­
cal th ea tre  production by 
Jeffrey Kurtenacker, ‘99, and 
Joe Urcavich; Cloak Theatre. 
General public $4, LU com­
m unity free.
FRIDAY, APR. 23 
8:00 p.m.
“Tour,” an original m usi­
cal theatre production. See 
April 22.
9:30 p.m.
The Drovers, presented  
by Arts Umbrella; Riverview  
Lounge, M emorial Union.
SATURDAY, APR. 24 
10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
Swap M eet for LU and 
A ppleton com m unities to 
exchange used  goods; Rec 
C enter Gym (rain site) or 
Rec C enter courtyard. 
Sponsored by G reenfire, 
DFC, and Pride.
1:00 p.m.
B aseball vs. B eloit (dou­
bleheader); W hiting Field.
3:00 p.m .
S tu d en t recital: W endy 
W egenke, voice; H arper 
H all.
8:00 p.m.
“Tour,” an original m usi­
cal theatre production. See 
April 22.
SUNDAY, APR. 25 
4:00 p.m.
Piano studio class recital, 
stu d en ts  o f C atherine  
K autsky, “20th  C entury  
R epertoire w ith  D ram atic  
R ea d in g s”; H arper H all, 
M usic-D ram a Center.
b y  M i c h a e l  P i a s t o w s k i
-----------------  A r t s  &  E n t e r t a in m e n t  E d it o r
The world as we know it is 
only a computer-generated pro­
gram in which we are oblivious 
to the construct around us; at 
least that’s what the Wachowski 
brothers want us to believe. 
Believe it we do. Their latest 
opus, “The Matrix,” depicts a 
false world controlled by the 
computers we created. As 
expected, “The Matrix” delivers 
state-of-the art special effects, 
stock dialogue, and mostly stilt­
ed acting. Only, this is a good 
movie. It is hard to believe that 
these elements which normally 
combine to form a boringly card- 
board-cutout movie actually 
yield an entertaining film. How 
does this happen?
As alluded to above, the spe­
cial effects are well done. As 
expected, the use of digitally cre­
ated backgrounds and creatures 
dominates the viewer’s eye. 
They seamlessly flow with the 
surrounding live action, which is 
a testament to Manex 
Entertainment, which did the 
special effects. One specific effect 
caught my attention. Using the 
newest technique of freeze- 
frame rotation (like the Gap
b y  M i k e  P i a s t o w s k i
------------------ A r t s  &  E n t e r t a in m e n t  E d it o r
Art often reflects the nature 
of the art itself. In the case of 
the new musical “Tour,” this art 
goes much deeper than that. 
Lawrence University senior 
Jeff Kurtenacker has created a 
musical which chronicles the 
realization of one man’s dream 
to a reality, only to find out 
what is really important. 
“Tour” hits the Lawrence stage 
from April 22 through April 24.
“Tour” focuses on the story 
of Guy (played by Dave 
Hallock). Driven by dreams of 
fame, Guy writes and produces 
a musical focusing on how 
important it is to strive to 
attain one’s dreams. He gath­
ers a cast composed of his 
friends, and rehearsals com­
mence. Sara (played by Andrea 
Lins) is Guy’s best friend from 
childhood and the main sup­
porter of the show. Brian 
(played by Jacob Cox) is the 
main character of Guy’s musi­
cal and a major doubter of the 
musical’s ability to succeed. 
Phil (played by Jeremy 
Kriedeman), Rain (played by 
Lauren Frownfelter), Tracy 
(played by Erica Hansen), and 
Jay (played by Ben Stanton) 
round out the cast for Guy’s 
musical.
As with any dream worth 
following, troubles plague Guy 
and his cast. Guy’s lack of 
directing skills and experience, 
combined with his unrealistic 
ideals of the entertainment 
industry become too much for 
his cast. This, combined with a 
lack of a performance venue, 
causes a large argument and 
disillusionm ent of the cast. 
Guy meets Jack (played by 
Adam Brown), an ex-talent 
agent who regrets his short­
lived tenure in the business. 
Jack helps to get a venue for 
the musical. Along the way, he
swing-dancing commercial) the 
action in fight scenes was 
heightened in its frenzy. 
Characters were able to hover in 
midair, kick several foes in one 
swoop, and perform other 
physics-defying feats. This spe­
cial effect has allowed the fight 
scene to evolve to the next step. 
No longer do we have to endure 
the many rapid camera angle 
changes that yields an accurate 
and complete fight scene (I’m 
thinking of “Mortal Kombat”). 
Fights flow freely. We can watch 
as the fight unfolds from one 
unchanging camera shot. The 
computer blending does the 
switch work for us. Whether or 
not we realize it, the old style of 
dealing with the fight is now 
obsolete.
Stock dialogue is one contin­
uous thorn in my critical side. I 
always wonder if a solid action 
movie can be made that doesn’t 
have dialogue that sounds like a 
bunch of ten year olds strung out 
on too much Kool Aid wrote it. 
Personally, I doubt it, but others 
have made a case against this 
belief. “The Matrix” lives up (or 
down to) my expectations. Every 
time I see a movie like this, I 
mentally keep track of how 
many cheesy lines flitter across
also meets a small town wait­
ress (played by Rachel Decker) 
who mirrors his own quest for 
stardom.
Once the venue is secured, 
more problems strike. As the 
show becomes successful, the 
cast becomes scattered. Guy 
goes to Minneapolis to sell the 
show and discovers the 
unpleasant realities of show 
business. This reality check 
helps Guy to realize what is 
really important and leads to 
the touching finale.
“Tour” marks Kurtenacker’s 
first efforts in the musical 
arena. Kurtenacker, by train­
ing, is a music composition 
major with a focus on film 
soundtrack composition. Most 
often known for his classically 
based compositions, he had a 
chance to wear a variety of 
hats. Wearing the creator’s hat, 
he wrote the lyrics as well as 
the music. In the coordinator’s 
hat, this marks his directorial 
and production debut as well. 
Commenting on this experi­
ence, Kurtenacker stated, 
“This is definitely one of the 
hardest and most time-con­
suming projects I’ve ever tack­
led, but it is also the most 
rewarding.”
Various people with a vari­
ety of backgrounds have assist­
ed Kurtenacker in the concep­
tion and production of “Tour.” 
Joe Urcavich, who graduated 
with Kurtenacker from Bay 
Port High School in Green Bay, 
has been instrumental in all 
stages of this large endeavor. 
Kurtenacker said of Urcavich, 
“We have been best friends 
since middle school. His ideas 
and input to the show have 
been invaluable. He’s great to 
work with and an incredibly 
talented person.” Urcavich is 
currently pursuing a major 
from UW-Green Bay in 
Humanistic Studies.
the screen. “The Matrix’s” grand 
total: 14. I’ve seen fewer, but, 
unfortunately, I’ve seen more. I 
wish the Wachowski brothers 
had paid as much attention to 
the details of the dialogue as 
they paid attention to the intri­
cacies of the plot. More and 
more, I find that you rarely have 
both; it is always one without the 
other. “The Matrix” delivers a 
solidly devised plot with some 
bad dialogue mechanics. Keanu 
Reeves saying, “My name is 
Neo” nearly brought painful 
tears to my effects-affected eyes.
By now you know that Keanu 
Reeves is in “The Matrix.” Red 
flags should go up all over the 
place. Remember the big-budget 
film that couldn’t, named 
“Johnny Mnemonic”? Science fic­
tion, plot relies heavily on com­
puters, Keanu Reeves; sound 
familiar? Thankfully, The 
Wachowski Brothers have creat­
ed what no mere actor can undo. 
Reeves’s usually sub-par acting 
actually works with the flow of 
the film. Stay with me on this 
one. We are not really forced to 
focus on the spectacular job 
Reeves is doing with the charac­
ter of Neo, so we are allowed to 
appreciate the dazzling effects 
and the clever, well-wrought
Other persons have been 
key in the behind-the-scenes 
aspect of “Tour.” Sandy Ganser 
has come aboard the crew as an 
assistant to the director, aiding 
in smoothing out the “rough 
directorial edges.” Rachel 
Decker, in conjunction with her 
performing, has been acting as 
stage manager. Another 
per form er-tu rn ed -d esigner, 
Lauren Frownfelter, helped in 
designing the choreography. 
John Enters has created a 
fantastic light design, and Nick 
Olp has been instrumental in 
the crew.
Kurtenacker explained that 
“Tour” is a pop musical. “I’m 
not sure, but I believe that 
[“Tour”! is the first pop-musical 
to play at Lawrence. It’s a good 
chance for the community to 
hear something not normally 
heard on the Lawrence cam­
pus.” Providing the pulse for 
“Tour,” is a line-up of some of 
Lawrence’s best and brightest 
musical stars: Joe Urcavich on
by L i n d s a y  S h a w
-----------------------------------------  F e a t u r e s  E d it o r
On Sunday, April 18 the
twenty-third annual Cabaret 
will be held. Cabaret is
Lawrence’s celebration of inter­
national cultures and is
Lawrence International’s 
largest event of the year. 
Lawrence International mem­
ber Evangelos Karatzas
explained the goals of Cabaret. 
“It will be fun, with good food 
and a chance to get a taste of 
other cultures. Cabaret enables 
the Appleton community to do 
something different. We’ll try 
to take you somewhere else.” 
Approximately 350 people 
are expected to attend this 
year. However, Karatzas
emphasized the desire to see
story. It was a stroke of subver­
sive genius to cast Reeves in the 
role nobody could screw up. 
Besides, he has that movie star 
look which adds some credibility 
to his role.
One other performance of 
note comes from a quality oppo­
site to that of Reeves. Laurence 
Fishbume appears as the ever- 
knowing Morpheus, a role well 
suited for Fishbume. I was dis­
cussing “The Matrix” with a pro­
fessor, and he suggested, from 
my description, that Fishbume 
as Morpheus sounds a lot like 
Vinnie from “Searching for 
Bobby Fischer.” Upon viewing 
“Searching” again I began to see 
the main similarity: both act as 
good teachers to gifted students. 
This may seem simplistic, but 
along with the teacher role 
comes many deeper characteris­
tics that Fishbume displays. A 
sense of deep intelligence under­
lies both roles. Also, the balanc­
ing of soft encouragement with 
hard-bitten drive is a fine line 
which Fishbume walks 
superbly. These qualities com­
bine to make a great teacher, 
and, like Vinnie, Morpheus 
exhibits them. Fishbume’s per-
continued Matrix; page 8
Neil Leischenring on drums, 
George McMahon on harmoni­
ca, and Jessica Fogle and 
Kurtenacker on keyboard. “The 
music is hard, and I am very 
pleased that the band has it 
down,” Kurtenacker noted.
Art representing art is not 
all of what “Tour” is about. It’s 
about dreams and finding the 
importance in your life. 
Kurtenacker said it best; “It’s a 
musical that speaks to every­
one, and it has a great mes­
sage: live life without any 
regrets and follow your 
dreams.” Kurtenacker did.
“Tour” opens April 22 and 
runs through April 24. All 
shows will be in the Cloak 
Theater at Lawrence 
University at 8:00 p.m. Tickets 
are free for Lawrence students 
and $4 for off-campus atten­
dees. There is limited seating. 
Call the Lawrence University 
box office at (920) 832-6749, or 
call Jeff Kurtenacker at (920) 
832-7827 for more information.
more people. “We encourage all 
people to join us—students, 
faculty, host fam ilies, and 
everyone from the Appleton 
area. All are welcome.”
Lawrence International stu­
dents will cook food from 
Russia, Greece, India, 
Bangladesh, Senegal, Cyprus, 
and Sweden. Activities will 
include music from Peru, 
Ireland, and Nepal; dances 
from Africa, Jamaica, and the 
Subcontinent; Russian ballet; 
the band called It’s Mostly Me; 
a martial arts display, and an 
international fashion show.
Cabaret will be held in the 
Recreation Center at 6 p. m. 
Tickets are six dollars and may 
be purchased at Downer, the 
Box Office, and the door.
Student written/directed musical to debut
guitars, Dan Asher on bass,
Cabaret to take you away
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Podair adapts to new career
Asst Professor Jerald Podair laid down the law to join the history department.
photo by Sara Schlarman
b y  Aubri A dkins
------------------------------------------------------S t a f f  W r it e r
As many university students 
struggle with picking a major 
and eventually picking a career 
path, the idea that one must be 
“realistic” seems to be a common 
theme pervading student’s 
dreams. But what is realistic? 
Most often, this concept centers 
on monetary concerns, some­
thing that is not all that bad to 
consider in our capitalist society. 
Being financially secure, howev­
er, doesn’t always mean personal 
satisfaction. This is what 
Professor Jerald Podair of the 
Lawrence History Department 
discovered after practicing corpo­
rate law for close to a decade.
Professor Podair earned his 
B.A. in Political Science at New 
York University and then fol­
lowed that with a law degree 
from Columbia University. 
Podair, however, had always 
wanted to be a historian—”1 was 
brought up in an atmosphere at 
home where current events were 
discussed at the dinner table ... 
[M]y father and mother were 
always interested in politics and 
history,” he said. In the end, how­
ever, he decided that practicing 
law would be more “realistic.”
Podair worked almost a 
decade for a firm and for a 
banker’s trust company in the 
legal department. He always 
noticed the large number of peo­
ple in the working world who 
weren’t satisfied with their jobs 
and were frustrated with their 
situations but didn’t know what 
else to do. But Podair didn’t real­
ize to what extent he was one of 
them until he went to 
Providence, Rhode Island for an 
interview with another banker’s 
trust company on an invite from 
a corporate headhunter. As oddly 
stereotypical as it seems, Podair 
had a sort of epiphany while 
standing on top of a hill overlook­
ing Brown University. “I was 
standing there thinking about 
whether I wanted to be a corpo­
rate lawyer in Providence or 
whether I wanted to be a corpo-
Chicago arts
planned on it. Lewis is still 
relatively young for a Civic 
member. Most players have 
completed at least an under­
graduate program and many 
are involved in postgraduate 
studies. But she did win the 
audition and was faced with a 
choice that as she puts it, she 
“hadn’t thought it through.”
In thinking it through and 
contem plating the opportuni­
ty before her, Lewis faced a 
number of difficult decisions, 
w ith  w hich, she says, 
“Lawrence has been a huge 
help.” Joining the Civic would 
require her to leave Lawrence 
for the year and likely make 
it im possible for her to gradu­
ate with her class.
F inishing her education is 
a priority for the sophomore. 
This dilemma found its solu­
tion, says Lewis, w ith the  
help of her teacher, Matthew  
M ichelic, Dean of the 
Conservatory Nancy Stowe, 
and other Lawrence faculty 
and sta ff members. With their
rate lawyer in NYC, when I 
thought, ‘No, I want to be a his­
torian.”’ Podair soon made the 
decision to enroll at Princeton to 
earn his graduate degree study­
ing modem American history.
Podair felt lucky in the 
smoothness of his transition 
between careers. “So many 
career changes involve huge dis­
ruptions in people’s lives,” he 
said. He and his wife were able to 
work out a system where she 
worked at home for part of the 
week so that he could attend 
school for that part. The only 
major change in their lives was a 
difference in income. His family 
really loved Princeton, however, 
and it was easy enough for them 
to commute that they still felt 
like they were in New York. 
Podair said of graduate work, 
‘You have to feel that it is exact­
ly what you want to do and that 
your life will not be complete 
without it.” He said that he made 
the choice to attend graduate 
school because history is what he 
loves; “I had to take the risk and 
say, ‘If it works out, it works out,’ 
but even if it didn’t, I would still 
have a sense of satisfaction from 
it.”
Luckily for him and us, it did 
work out and he is here at 
Lawrence University. This is his 
first year here, but his second 
year teaching; he taught for a 
year at Princeton before coming 
here. As for the change between
continued from page 1
help, Lewis is working on 
designing a musical and acad­
emic curriculum that w ill 
allow her to join the Civic and 
study in the Chicago Arts 
Program to earn credit 
towards her degree from 
Lawrence. “The experience  
will be terrific,” she says. “I 
will gain experience with  
artists of the highest caliber 
and make valuable connec­
tions in the Chicago musical 
community.” In addition to 
pursuing her interests in per­
formance and pedagogy, she 
plans to work in non-musical 
areas of academia so that she 
can return to Lawrence and 
complete her degree in 2001.
Now, Lewis, a native of the 
Chicago area, will have the 
chance to pursue a perfor­
mance opportunity that will 
take her from the Symphony 
Center in Chicago to Carnegie 
Hall in New York and allow 
her to complete her studies at 
Lawrence.
New York and Appleton, he says 
he likes it here. Apparently, his 
largest problem is linguistic. 
“People still look at me funny 
when I say something like “New 
Yawk,” he joked, but reported 
that his daughter’s accent is 
adjusting to fit Wisconsin nicely.
As for his first career, Podair 
said that if he had it to do all over 
again he would still attend law 
school but perhaps only practice 
law for two or three years. He 
encourages anyone interested in 
attending law school to go—he 
feels that law school can be use­
ful for people in many careers 
regardless of whether they 
intend to practice law or not. 
“Law school,” said Podair, 
“taught me to be disciplined and 
organized ... It helped me to 
broaden my horizons intellectu­
ally and to see the possible legal 
outcomes of issues ... Lawyers 
don’t solve problems so much as 
they highlight issues.” This view 
of law corresponds to his view of 
history: “We [historians] make 
up our own minds as to how to 
interpret the past, but we don’t 
necessarily tell people what to do 
in the future.”
Hopefully now that Professor 
Podair has stopped being “realis­
tic” and has decided in favor of 
what he loves, Lawrentians can 
look forward to his help in inter­
preting the past for a long time to 
come.
CLASSIFIEDS
B uy m y stuff!
I’m an off-campus stu­
dent preparing to graduate 
and move. Please help me fit 
all my stuff in one small U- 
Haul—buy my furniture!!! 
Everything is good quality 
and in great condition.
1.) Beautiful five-piece 
bedroom set. Black lacquer 
with large etched mirrors. A 
full- or queen-sized head­
board, two night tables with 
two drawers each, a tall 
dresser with five drawers, 
and a wide dresser with a 
large mirror and six draw­
ers. Purchased in Spain in 
1995. Great condition. $800
2.) 1986 Mazda 626. 
Burgundy, four-door, auto, 
PS, PB, PW, PL, AC, cruise. 
Great gas mileage, very reli­
able winter car (with a great 
heater!). Nice interior. Paint 
is faded, but no rust. About 
142,000 miles. Needs 
exhaust work, and the dri­
ver’s window needs to be put 
back on track. $650.
3.) Bistro table with two 
small bench seats and a 
matching hutch and buffet 
set. White with wood 
accents. Also purchased in 
Spain. $200.
4.) Whirlpool dishwasher, 
“Quiet Wash” system . Full 
size Portable, but you could 
install permanently. Black 
and almond with a cutting- 
board top. $200.
5.) Grey and black L- 
shaped desk with a black 
chair. Both for $75.
6.) Voit Health Rider 
exercise machine. Great con­
dition. $20.
7.) Estee Lauder per­
fumes and lotion, all over 
90% full. I have become 
allergic. Spellbound body 
lotion, 250 mL, $18. 
Spellbound eau de parfum 
spray, 100 mL, $25.
Beautiful eau de parfum 
spray, 75 mL, $27. Tuscany 
por Donna eau de parfum 
spray, 30 mL, $12. All prices 
are less than half the retail 
cost.
CLASSIFIEDS
Call Susan at 731-6987  
for details on any of these  
item s. Prices are negotiable.
S p eed , c o n d it io n in g ,  
s tr e n g th  training class. — 
NO credit. Offered every 
T -W -Th @ W hiting Field @ 
6:30 p.m.
If interested call Coach 
Brown @ x7347.
K ing F liig e lh o r n  for  
sa le
Great condition. Locking 
case w/ 2 keys, also inc. 2 
mouthpieces. $350. Call Eli 
for details at (920) 832-7284
B la n k  T ap es fo r  sa le
Maxell UR-90 audiocas­
settes. $1 each. Call Chris at 
(920) 830-6665
A 3 1 -y e a r -o ld  lonely col­
lege-educated incarcerated  
male with modest qualities  
seeks correspondence with  
ladies of diverse interest. I 
am soon to be released and 
upon doing so will resum e 
my education in Economics 
and Computer Science. My 
interests are computers, 
reading, physical fitness and 
song writing. I enjoy and 
look forward to sharing my 
thoughts and ideas with oth­
ers. If you like m eeting new  
people and sharing your 
thoughts and feelings then I 
would love to hear from you. 
A photo would be appreciat­
ed and will be reciprocated.
Lloyd Fairweather 
91A2173
Woodboume Corr.
Facility
Pouch #1
Woodboume, NY 12788
N eed  a l i t t le  cash ?
Erbert & G erbert’s is 
looking for counter help to 
fill lunch and afternoon  
sh ifts  and for la te n ight 
sh ifts. W eekend and la te  
night delivery positions are 
also available. Car is provid­
ed. Work as little  as 4 hours 
a week. Stop in at 218 E. 
College for an application.
V
xh<\
' * f'aJ '
i l lm
M a k in g  a  d i f f e r e n c e  
h a s  a lw a y s  b e e n  a  m a t t e r  
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Peace Corps recruiters 
will be at 
Lawrence University
Thursday, April 22
Information Meeting
Career Center 
5:00 pm
Information Table
Downer Commons 
10:00 am - 4:00 pm
Help the environment 
Please Recycle This Newspaper
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A portrait of Old John Brown
by H e l e n  E x n e r
______________________________  S t a f f  W r it e r
When searching through the 
archives’ rich store of curios and 
rarities, archivist Carol Butts 
often comes across long-hidden 
papers and books (“It’s just 
serendipitous,” she likes to say). 
This week she presented me with 
an article that particularly inter­
ested me because I will be writ­
ing about Lawrence’s role in the 
Civil War for the rest of this 
term. She offered an article from 
a 1960 “Lawrence Alumnus” 
magazine, which featured a story 
on John Brown, the infamous 
abolitionist whose October 1859 
raid on Harper’s Ferry helped 
spark the flames of the Civil War.
I will not endeavor to provide 
a complete history of the events 
of 140 years ago, as there already 
are thousands of books on the 
subject. I will, however, attempt 
to shed light on the smaller, 
mostly unknown events that 
occurred in Wisconsin and even 
right here at Lawrence. This 
week, I shall begin—more or 
less—when the war started.
Unfortunately, the main 
focus of that alumni magazine 
article, a photograph of Brown 
that supposedly resides in the 
archives, remains forever lost. 
However, we can thank 
Marguerite Schumann, an LU 
grad and local journalist who 
wrote the article for the Appleton 
Post-Crescent in 1959, for the lit­
tle we do know about the missing 
photograph and its link to 
Lawrence’s history.
She writes, “Amos E. 
Lawrence, who in 1847 founded 
a little school in the wilderness 
that became Appleton, a decade 
later was one of the nation’s most
sincere defenders of the half­
crazed abolitionist who was 
hanged for his raid on Harper’s 
Ferry.”
Lawrence, a philanthropist 
and businessman from Boston, 
knew Brown as early as 1843, 
when Brown was a wool mer­
chant. By the 1850s, Lawrence 
met up with his former business 
associate as a slavery crisis was 
emerging in Kansas. Frederick 
Douglass described the conflict 
in his autobiography “Life and 
Times of Frederick Douglass.”
“[H]aving blotted out all dis­
tinction, as [lawmakers] thought, 
between freedom and slavery in 
the law ... governing the 
Territories of the United States, 
and having left the whole ques­
tion of the legislation or prohibi­
tion of slavery to be decided by 
the people of a Territory, the next 
thing in order was to fill up the 
Territory of Kansas—the one 
likely to be first organized—with 
a people friendly to slavery, and 
to keep out all [who] were 
opposed to making that Territory 
a free State. Here was an open 
invitation to a fierce and bitter 
strife.”
Schumann’s article explains 
how abolitionists and their allies 
fought the pro-slavery settlers. 
“When Brown’s four sons, who 
had emigrated to Kansas, sent 
for their father to come out and 
fight the border ruffians from 
Missouri, old Brown called on 
Lawrence before he left the east 
coast. Not only was Lawrence an 
old business acquaintance, but 
he was treasurer and one of 
three trustees of the New 
England Emigrant Aid company, 
which recruited and transported 
1,300 settlers to Kansas to keep
* b /
t ^
Captain John Brown, 1856.
Photo courtesy of LU Archives
anti-slave voters in the majority. 
Amos Lawrence had seen a slave 
auction in his youth and was 
deeply involved in the slavery 
issue, [working] for the coloniza­
tion of free Negroes in Liberia, 
Kansas settlers had a warm 
friend in Lawrence. They [even] 
named a town for him.”
Lawrence donated thousands 
of dollars of his own money to 
settle anti-slavery immigrants, 
as well as paying for weapons to 
be used in self-defense. 
Schumann went on, “A man on 
the spot wrote: ‘Without the aid 
rendered by Lawrence, Kansas 
would have been a slave state.”1 
In Lawrence’s biography, his 
son William wrote of the South’s 
reaction to his courageous 
efforts. “The report of the 
Massachusetts emigration move­
ment was spread through the 
country with great exaggera­
tions, so that the Southern politi­
cians found in it a ready excuse 
for pouring ruffians across the 
line simply to vote.”
According to Schumann, 
Lawrence met frequently with 
John Brown and came to admire 
him, thinking him a “Puritan- 
minded man who had become 
disordered by hardship and ill­
ness.” Lawrence recorded his vis­
its in his diary: “Jan. 6, 1857— 
Met Captain Brown; he is trying 
to raise a company to be ready in 
any emergency that might arise 
in Kansas. He looks a little thin­
ner than when he went to 
Kansas with his sons. Jan. 7, 
1857—Captain John Brown, the 
old partisan hero of Kansas war­
fare, came to see me. I had a long 
talk with him. He is a calm, tem­
perate, and pious man, but when 
roused he is a dreadful foe. He 
appears about 60 years old.” 
Frederick Douglass, who also 
came to know Brown well and 
was united with him to destroy 
slavery, vividly captured the 
image of the fiery abolitionist.
“In person he was lean, 
strong, and sinewy, of the best 
New England mold, built for 
times of trouble and fitted to 
grapple with the flintiest hard­
ships. ... His bearing was singu­
larly impressive. His head was 
not large, but compact and high.
... His eyes were bluish-gray, and 
in conversation they were full of 
light and fire. When on the 
street, he moved with a long, 
springing, race-horse step, 
absorbed by his own reflections, 
neither seeking nor shunning 
observation.”
During one of Lawrence’s vis­
its with Brown, Lawrence said, 
“John, you had better go and 
have your picture taken. You 
may be famous some day.” On 
that lost photograph (a copy of 
which is shown here), Lawrence 
had scrawled, “A likeness of old 
John Brown which he had taken 
at my request in 1856: when he 
went to Kansas. Amos A. 
Lawrence. Boston. 1881.”
Both Douglass and Lawrence 
were distressed, however, to
learn of Brown’s bloody actions 
at Harper Ferry. Lawrence was 
especially disturbed to learn that 
Brown used the same weapons 
for which he had paid to aid anti­
slavery fighters in Bloody 
Kansas in his killing spree at 
Harper’s Ferry.
The philanthropist was “dis­
mayed at the bloodshed,” wrote 
Schumann, “but determined jus­
tice had been done under the law 
[when he was arrested].” 
Lawrence wrote to Governor 
Wise of Virginia on October 26, 
1859: “His sudden execution 
would send a thrill of horror 
through the whole North. From 
his blood would spring an army 
of martyrs, all eager to die in the 
cause of human liberty. I am sure 
I express the desire of all conser­
vative men here, when I beg you 
to insist on a fair trial.”
On December 3, 1859,
Lawrence recorded in his diary, 
“Old Brown hanged with great 
ceremony. He died grandly. 
Nevertheless he must be called a 
fanatic.”
Douglass was more charita­
ble: “The old hero, in the trial 
hour, had behaved so grandly 
that men regarded him not as a 
murderer but as a martyr. All 
over the North men were singing 
the John Brown song. His body 
was in the dust, but his soul was 
marching on.”
Although Lawrence con­
demned Brown’s actions and 
even suffered a blow to his repu­
tation because of his dealings 
with the old insurgent, he did not 
forget his old friend. After 
Brown’s hanging, Lawrence 
extended his generosity to 
Brown’s widow, supporting her 
financially for the rest of her life.
REQ UIRED  
CO U RSE
I  A  o r *  JETL M K U t :
2  T O P P IN G  
P IZ Z A
PLUS
AN 8 PC.ORDER 
OF BREADSTICKS
$7. 9 9
Call Usl 
7 3 3 - 6 3 6 3
Domino’s Pizza Delivers the tastiest, most nutritious 
‘course’ on your busy schedule. We make great custom- 
made pizza and deliver - steamy hot -  in about 30 minutest 
So take a break from studying and have a tasty treat.
One call does it all!
Limited delivery area Drivers carry less then $20. Not valid with any other offer or coupon. Deep dish $1 extra. Expires 4/30/99
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“Connections” reaches out to viewers
b y  B e n  T il g h m a n
-------------------------S t a f f  W r it e r
W h e r e  
have they
been hiding
this stuff?
Under the
u n a s s u m i n g  
and vague
title of
“Connections: Recent Gifts and 
Selections from the Permanent 
Collection,” the Wriston Art 
Galleries have offered up a 
tasty smorgasbord of artworks 
for us to devour. With contem­
porary prints, Nigerian masks, 
and early American portraits, 
this show provides us with lots 
of great stuff to look at and to 
ponder.
The one thing that makes 
pondering a little strange is the 
theme, “Connections.” Themes 
are tough. I think the main 
problem is just that “connec­
tions” is so broad and so vague 
that it made putting together a
fully unified show difficult.
Instead, we’ve got a bunch 
of mini-themes which kind of 
hang near each other. The mini­
themes do have a nice variety: 
there’s a great fish wall in the 
second gallery, a neat and real­
ly interesting trio of nudes, and 
a fun bunch of circle pictures in 
a corner. Some connections are 
pretty straightforward, high­
lighting simple color relation­
ships or identical subject mat­
ter, and this is a lot more 
rewarding than it might seem 
at first, giving you lots of room 
to play with the variables.
Other connections are more 
complex, engaging us to think 
about the role of narrative in 
art, or different representations 
of children in works from differ­
ent periods of American history. 
At their best, these connections 
are thought provoking without 
being overbearing, giving you a 
chance to approach the works 
on their own terms.
The problem comes when 
the underlying differences 
between the works are so great 
that the connections feel forced 
or awkward. When this hap­
pens it makes it tougher to 
appraise the works on their 
own; the odd connections seem 
to be a distraction that can be 
hard to overcome.
In the end, however, this is 
not a great failure to the show: 
the great size of it and the vari­
ety of the works make a few 
missteps easy to forgive, for 
there is plenty more to be had.
The works themselves are 
the best reason to see the show. 
Honestly, I was totally ignorant 
of the presence of many fine 
pieces that are on display, 
including the excellent prints 
by Joan Miro, Anita Jung, and 
Yoshiko Noma as well as a 
small painting by Robert 
Motherwell which has a gor­
geous simplicity. I especially 
like “Wufuwu,” a print by Judy
“Coquette" by Alexander Archipenko 
is one o f the pieces current!} on 
exhibit in Wriston.
Photo by Lisa Weatherbee
Pfaff which has some very com­
plicated, and very stimulating, 
formal and iconographic inter­
play going on.
Another really interesting 
work is Ashiru Olatunde’s
“Woman with Four Breasts,” an 
aluminum relief that tells a 
Nigerian fable about a woman 
who had four breasts. If you 
like Chinua Achebe, you’ll prob­
ably find this pretty interest­
ing, too; the ways it blends 
African and western approach­
es to narrative and representa­
tion are very sophisticated.
Like the connections, there 
are a few works that just don’t 
quite work. However, before 
you fault the show or the collec­
tion for this, remind yourself of 
the purpose of these works. In 
his gallery talk, Professor Tim 
Rodgers made the distinction 
that Lawrence’s is a teaching 
collection.
This show stays true to that 
spirit. The few pieces that don’t 
really work are still interesting 
to look at as a contrast to the 
great stuff, and the compar­
isons are similarly engaging. So 
if you’re in the mood to think 
about art, go to this show.
Lullaby for the Working Class offers thoughtful, collegiate sound
b y  T o m  S h r i n e r
-------------------- St a f f  W r it e r
For those of us who have 
been th irsting for some good, 
old-fashioned, collegiate rock, 
WLFM w ill be staging a con­
cert to quench th is th irst. 
This Friday, April 16, at 7:00 
p. m., Lullaby for the 
Working Class will perform 
in R iverview  Lounge, su p ­
ported by the bands East- 
W est and Bright Eyes.
Senior Dan Caveney, the 
m usic director at WLFM, 
described the m usic of 
Lullaby for the Working 
C lass as “the kind of music 
th a t rem inds one of 
Nebraska. I mean that in the 
sense that ... w ell, it repre­
sents forlorn em otions w ith ­
out being sentim ental.
“M usically sp eak in g ,”
Caveney continued, “it is a 
mixture of upright bass, vio­
lin, pedal steel guitar, trum­
pet, mandolin, acoustic gui­
tar, and vocals. The combina­
tion is very ...”
Autumnal?
“Yes, autum nal is a good 
way of putting it. In fact they  
have a song called  
‘Septem ber, North 48th  
Street.’” He added, “Lullaby 
for the Working Class pro­
duces pre- and post-hangover 
music, but it’s also the kind 
of thing to make the hang­
over worse. The music is both 
throbbing and soothing; it ’s a 
dull exacerbation of pain.”
Bright E yes, said  
Caveney, also has a maroon- 
tinged, collegiate sound. One 
of their songs, “If W inter 
E nds,” contains the lyric:
“And so I drink to stay warm 
/ and to kill selected memo­
ries /  because I can’t think  
anymore about that / or about 
her ton ight.” Bright Eyes 
“vacilla tes from w ell-sung  
lyrics to scream ed, alm ost 
tortured lyrics,” said  
Caveney.
When asked to compare 
the two bands, Caveney said 
that, “Lullaby is a little more 
mature in a certain sense. 
That is to say, 
th ey’ve been  
around longer; 
th ey ’re a little  
more accessible  
and more
resigned. But all 
three bands are 
really worth com­
ing down and see­
ing.”
Caveney expects a decent 
turn-out among non- 
Lawrence students and hopes 
to see a good turn-out among 
cam pus-dwellers. “Hopefully 
a lot of people will come to 
see the show. It’s the kind of 
music that would appeal to 
many students here.” There is 
no cost for admission for 
Lawrence students. Others will 
be charged five dollars at the 
door, which opens at 6:30 p. m.
CAMPUS 
BARBER SHOP
- BRAD HIETPAS, Prop. 
Corner WASHINGTON and 
DURKEE Streets 
\  .. Phone 739-1805 
. Appleton, Wisconsin
Purchase a 1999 Ariel now 
for $35.00 at Downer and 
Lucinda’s April 19, 20, 21. 
As of May 1 st the price is
$40.00.
Also available are 1998 
Ariels for $35.00.
Questions? Call x6772
St. Joseph & St. Mary Parishes 
Invite You to be 
a part of our Family!
Bus Transportation to Church 
A yellow Lamer’s bus will arrive at the bus stop 
on College Ave. (near the Library) at 10:15 a.m. 
and leave for church at 10:20 a m. -every Sunday 
during the term! The bus will take students back 
to the Lawrence Campus at 11:30 a m. Join us!
St. Joseph Parish, 404 W. Lawrence St. Mary Parish, 312 S. State
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T h e  e n d  o f  A m e r i c a n  f r e e d o m  _  To the editor F r e e d o m  o f  S p e e c h  M u s t  P r e v a i l  o n  I n t e r n e t Staff Editorial
by Io s h l 'a  C r o s s
At present, a war whose 
motives are so vicious, mon­
strous, and appalling that 
nobody cares to recognize 
them is being waged within 
the borders of this very coun­
try. The war is not being 
fought with tanks or stealth  
bombers, though if it were, 
people would at least be able to 
understand the carnage and 
catastrophe that will result if 
the attackers are successful. 
People are not dying, though if 
the assailants succeed in paci­
fying their target, as many 
lives will be wrought with 
frustration, pain, and sorrow 
as if hundreds or thousands of 
soldiers lie mangled upon a 
blood-soaked battlefield.
Should the brutes who insti­
gated this crusade achieve 
their goals, then spoils of the 
conquest will not be wealth or 
freedom, but rather the 
destruction of liberty and pros­
perity.
Would it surprise you to 
discover that a haven of eco­
nomic growth and prosperity is 
the target of this modern day 
inquisition? It should not, 
because the image that is in 
the crosshairs of the attackers’ 
guns is none other than a 
fount of wealth and opportuni­
ty. Would it surprise you to 
learn that an innovator and 
inventor of tools that have 
benefited both him and mil­
lions of others is being accost­
ed because he is too good at 
what he does? It should not 
because the war is being 
fought against a genius in an
attempt to put a strangle hold 
upon his greatest, most effi­
cient means of survival: his 
productive, proficient mind. 
Finally, would it surprise you 
to discover that the fundamen­
tal, underlying motive behind 
the attackers’ actions is a 
hatred of the good simply for 
being the good? Again, it 
should not, because the 
assailants are so far lost in a 
haze of unreason that they feel 
that one man’s success is auto­
matically another man’s defeat 
and thus they try to tear down 
all that is good, prosperous, 
efficacious, and noble.
Who is waging this war? 
The Department of Justice of 
the United States of America. 
And who is the victim? Bill 
Gates of the Microsoft 
Corporation. If the DOJ abol­
ishes, by government support­
ed and enforced law, Bill 
G ates’s so-called monopoly 
over the operating system soft­
ware market, then a grave 
injustice will be committed. If 
Bill Gates is coerced or forced 
into agreem ents, deals, or 
partnerships with any or all of 
those who would see him fall 
because they simply do not 
have the creativity or ingenu­
ity that he possesses, then a , 
man of ability will be punished 
for having ability and those 
who lack ability will be 
rewarded precisely because 
they lack it. And if Bill Gates 
is forced to do anything 
against his wishes concerning 
products and property that he 
has created, then the end of 
freedom in America will be
near.
u r  me help
You Pur AW 
END ToTlllS.
In 1997 the Supreme Court 
ruling in ACLU v. Reno declared 
the 1996 Communications 
Decency Act (CDA) unconstitu­
tional. Consequently, the gov­
ernment could not restrict a per­
son’s access to the Internet. The 
Supreme Court unanimously 
stated that the Internet is “the 
most participatory form of mass 
speech yet developed” and is 
entitled to “the highest protec­
tion from governmental intru­
sion.” However, this ruling has 
not protected the Internet from 
a continuous onslaught of feder­
al and state legislation that 
would limit our access to 
Internet resources. The 106th 
Congress alone has introduced 
two new bills that would censor 
free speech on the web. Both 
bills (HR 896 and S 97) would 
require that public elementary 
and secondary schools install 
blocking software on all comput­
ers that provide Internet access.
Since 1995, more than twen­
ty states have considered or 
enacted legislation that regu­
lates Internet usage. An April 8 
decision by the Illinois House of 
Representatives approved legis­
lation that would criminally 
punish Internet users who 
transmit information about 
marijuana on the web. The state 
of Utah currently uses commer­
cial Internet censoring software 
in all Utah public schools and in 
some public libraries. 
Interestingly, this software has 
recently been found to block 
material such as the Holy Bible, 
the Book of Mormon, the 
Declaration of Independence, 
and all of Shakespeare’s plays. 
In Georgia, it is currently illegal 
to use pseudonyms or communi­
cate anonymously over the 
Internet; first-time violators 
face up to 12 months in jail or 
fines up to $1,000. New York has 
enacted a law similar to the 
CDA in that it prohibits “inde-
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cent materials that are harmful 
to minors” from being transmit­
ted through any computer com­
munication network.
Aside from blocking out 
pornographic sites, most block­
ing software block out sites con­
taining hate speech, criminal 
activity, sexually explicit speech, 
“adult” speech, violent speech, 
and religious speech. It cannot 
be assumed that the blocking 
software is objective or without 
flaws. On the contrary, every 
major blocking software has 
been found to prevent access to 
useful sites. Blocking sites with 
the word “sex” will block out 
information on “mars explo­
ration, “ and sites with the word 
“breast” will disallow access to 
sites providing information on 
breast cancer research. Many 
groups that express their ideo­
logical views are blocked out; 
information on feminism and 
gay or lesbian issues is often 
blocked even though web sites 
containing opposing views are 
not blocked. In effect, the com­
panies that produce the soft­
ware determine what is decent 
and what is not. This is not 
acceptable to anyone who values 
the First Amendment.
Certainly we need to be con­
cerned about minors’ interac­
tions with the Internet, but by 
enacting laws that require 
blocking devices in schools and 
libraries, using your “true” 
name on the Internet, and pun­
ishing those who “transmit inde­
cent materials,” we impose limi­
tations on free speech and priva­
cy. Parents and family should 
determine what their children 
have access to on the Internet 
and schools could provide educa­
tion on appropriate Internet 
usage. Furthermore, people who 
use the Internet to transmit 
information about marijuana 
are just as guilty of crimes as 
those suggesting acts of civil dis­
obedience or those providing 
bomb recipes. We should beware 
of the precedents that legisla­
tion sets. What are the bound­
aries of decency and can they be 
clearly defined? If access was 
prohibited to everything slightly 
offensive the consequence could 
be a G-rated realm lacking any 
ideas or information deemed 
mildly controversial. In a coun­
try that values freedom of 
expression and diversity of 
speech this is the most offensive 
idea of all.
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Looking beyond “Lawrence apathy”
by Ja m i e  S t . L e d g e r
--------------------  E d it o r ia l s  E d it o r
It’s easy to tell people that 
they’re apathetic. That’s probably 
why it’s the number one accusa­
tion on this campus. Personally, I 
question the motives of the 
accusers simply because blaming 
somebody or calling her lazy is 
hardly inspirational. You can’t 
guilt-trip people into being 
enthusiastic activists.
Furthermore, it seems natural 
for any human being to want to 
live a comfortable life in which 
she can pursue goals in an apolit­
ical context. So why should any­
body who prefers to peacefully go 
about her life be expected to dis­
rupt it by participating in endless 
numbers of social causes?
Understanding this, but also 
realizing that I care a lot about 
many different social causes and 
advocate your concern over them 
as well, what can I be expected to 
say? I don’t want to make the 
mistake of either assuming your 
apathy or shaming your apathy 
in a sneakily disguised, verbose
way. This isn’t a plea for you to 
wake up and save the world, and 
I am absolutely not a motivation­
al writer. I haven’t figured out the 
meaning of life and am not so pre­
tentious to think that I can shed 
my wisdom on to you. However, I 
think I have something to say 
about gaining consciousness and 
learning to accept responsibility.
Forgive me for being blunt, 
but if you have ever said (and I 
have said this), “I just want to 
live my life,” aren’t you openly 
admitting your fantasy of being 
entirely free to live your life? I’m 
sure you aren’t trying to excuse 
yourself from the pain of thinking 
about serious issues just so you 
can go about having fun 
or achieving academic/econom­
ic/social success. Maybe you are 
sparing yourself from a mental 
breakdown that would inevitably 
result from being preoccupied 
with injustice, inequality, need­
less death, waste, and destruc­
tion. Or else you must think that 
the world is a bad place where 
bad things happen and, thus,
there is nothing left for you to do 
aside from trying to minimize 
your own suffering.
This makes sense, but even if 
we can pacify ourselves with 
these thoughts, there are certain 
moments, no matter how brief, 
where we must realize how dis- 
empowering these thoughts are. 
It can’t go without notice that 
some people are more “protected” 
than others because they do not 
directly face the negative effects 
of racism, sexism, or homopho­
bia, or they are not trying to sur­
vive off of a low income, live with 
a disability, or practice the 
“wrong” religious or political 
beliefs. Living outside the norm 
either because you weren’t bom 
the “right” way or because your 
commitment to certain principles 
prevent you from slipping into a 
conventional persona gives you a 
one way ticket to making a big 
choice: Will I be an activist or will 
I accept my oppression?
In all fairness, this choice is 
not always conscious, and there 
are positive and negative aspects
to either decision. Probably the 
most important thing to realize is 
that there is no single oppressor 
group and there is no single 
oppressed group. Rather, we all 
fit into a spectrum of 
oppressed/oppressor and since 
each type of oppression is differ­
ent, there is a different spectrum 
for each type. We all must face 
the question, “Am I happy the 
way things are—is this good 
enough?” and the answer is 
determined by who we are.
An activist is one who does 
not accept things as they are. She 
expects something better for 
either herself, others, or both. 
Therefore, part of an activist’s 
energy is spent informing herself 
and others about what needs to 
change. The degree of commit­
ment an activist feels can vary. 
Sometimes people will not listen 
unless you “shout loudly” by 
protesting, boycotting, marching, 
or performing civil disobedience. 
Some people are so committed to 
their cause that they will make 
huge sacrifices; for instance,
Nelson Mandela spent decades in 
prison because of his actions, 
based on the belief that apartheid 
is wrong.
I am starting this column in 
an attempt to discuss a fraction of 
the ongoing local, national, and 
global activist campaigns that 
call into question particular gov­
ernment and corporate practices 
and societal beliefs. Aside from 
time and space limitations, I am 
limited in perspective because 
among other things, I am a 
Western, white, middle-class 
woman.
Therefore, you will probably 
disagree with me and, in that 
case, I invite you to raise ques­
tions and make comments that I 
can address in my column or that 
can stand alone as an opinion on 
the op-ed page. I would like to 
declare my humility in doing this; 
what I have to say is not all- 
important or the final word. This 
is just my attempt to use one 
resource as a means of informa­
tion exchange.
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Behind the Plate
b y  R k i p  K a j i k a w a
I blinked, and the basket­
ball season ended.
Well, it’s not quite over, but 
the regular season simply flit­
ted away while the NCAA tour­
nament held my attention.
While tuning in to the sec­
ond half of the slugfest between 
the Los Angeles Lakers and the 
Minnesota Timberwolves, it 
was brought to my attention 
that there were about twelve 
games left in the regular sea­
son. I guess the last time I 
checked, the players and the 
owners were still trying to sort 
things out, and I was secretly 
hoping that the season would 
be cancelled so that ESPN  
would resort to covering the 
important sports, like hockey 
and spring training baseball.
The NBA lockout was a bat­
tle that nobody was supposed 
to win. Owners and players 
fought a financial battle while 
the group that really mattered, 
the fans, had no say in the mat­
ter.
Their reward for sticking 
around? A shortened, 50-game 
season chock full of missed  
jump shots and errant passes.
Teams like the Milwaukee 
Bucks that rely on the jump 
shot to score points find them­
selves mired in losing streaks 
when they stop falling. Some 
teams begin to rely on individ­
ual players to shoulder the 
load, while other teams simply 
cannot find the answer. The L. 
A. Clippers and the Vancouver 
Grizzlies are still in single dig­
its in the wins column, while 
Chicago and New Jersey hover 
close with ten wins each. 
Forced to play games on two or 
three consecutive nights, the 
players are further hampered 
by injury and fatigue.
Even more disappointing is 
that the teams have changed 
drastically. Scottie Pippen with 
the Rockets? Dennis Rodman
and Glen Rice with the Lakers? 
Latrell Sprewell and Marcus 
Camby on the Knicks? New 
faces in every arena, and the 
losses of familiar ones, abet the 
erosion of fan support in many 
cities.
Now, it’s almost playoff 
time, and the playoffs don’t 
look much more promising 
than the regular season, 
though they could be nearly as 
long. The extended NBA playoff 
format exists for one reason: to 
funnel more television and 
advertising money to the 
league. It’s as simple as that.
Though it’s been said 
before, I don’t think that it can 
be said often enough: the NBA 
is getting too big for itself and, 
as a whole, is losing sight of 
what it was to begin with. 
Though it still ought to be a 
game, it is slowly becoming an 
entertainment industry.
In recent times, profession­
al basketball players have been 
thinking of themselves less and 
less as players of a game, and 
more as entertainers. In the 
past decade, this focus on 
entertainm ent has grown 
immeasurably: players rap, act 
in movies and television shows, 
appear on MTV, and promote 
their game with selfish, flashy 
play. It began when teams 
started to move west, and 
Kareem Abdul-Jabbar, Magic 
Johnson, and the L.A. Lakers 
engendered their “Showtime” 
mentality, and has spread 
through the entire sport.
In the era of the three-sec­
ond clip and the highlight reel, 
athletes have been nurtured to 
believe that their individual 
performance is the show that 
people go to see.
Well, at least the NBA sea­
son kept us occupied between 
the NCAA tournament and 
opening day of baseball season.
And remember, it’s only a 
game.
Lawrence
Scoreboard
formance adds some depth of 
acting to what would otherwise 
be a shallow film.
I hope by now you can see 
that I liked this movie, and more 
specifically, why I liked this 
movie. “The Matrix” has helped 
to usher in a new conception of 
many of the staples of the sci- 
fi/action genre, while still keep­
ing many of the old standbys. It 
isn’t a revelation in the field, but 
I see it mainly as a stepping 
stone. Other film creators will 
look at the Wachowski 
Brothers’s work and build from 
it. That is why I really enjoyed 
this movie. Also, the abundance 
of pure eye candy and cold para­
noia helped a lot.
T r a c k  a n d  F ie ld
Team Results:
Men Women
1. Lawrence-85 Lawrence-72
2. Beloit-47 SNC- 68
3.SNC-39 Beloit- 37
4. Ripon-34 Ripon-27
Individual Results:
Men
Name Event Time
1st Place
Lawrence A 4x400m Relay 3:33.0
Chris Leatherbury 400m Hurdles 1:02.69
Peter Levi 5000m 16:35.78
Don Smith 800m 2:03.65
Jim Morgan 10000m 34:31
Brandon Brown Long Jump 5.80
Anthony Nickel Pole Vault 12’6”
Jumuah Harden Triple Jump 12.67
2nd Place
Ross Nelson 400m 53.28
Eric Martin 5000m 16:45.09
Lawrence 4x100m Relay 45.04
Eric Davis 10000m 35.40
Sam Buckett Long Jump 5.59
John Fahrenbach Pole Vault 11’
3rd Place
Jay Warrick High Jump 5’10”
Sam Buckett Pole Vault 11”
Mark Smrecek Shot Put 14.41
Peter Levi Steeplechase 10:09.8
Women
Name Event Time
1st Place
Anna Huber 100m Dash 12.72
200m Dash 26.13
Sara Olson 100m Hurdles 16.28
Lawrence A 4x400m Relay 4:16.98
Name Event Time
Rhae Schneider 400m Hurdles 1:10.93
Kate Okenatez 400m Dash 1:02.65
Kate Roll 800m 2:31.32
Lawrence 4x100m Relay 51.36
Cathy Kempen 3000m 11:57.20
Jessica Reeves Discus 33.7
Julie Leibich 10,000m 40:35
2nd Place
Cathy Kempen 1500m 5:30.6
Betsy Moyer 400m Hurdles 1:13.23
Jessa Dukelow Shot Put 10.50
Faye Gilbert 10,000m 41:53
3rd Place
Betsy Moyer 100m Hurdles 17.42
Becky Doyle 1500m 5:34.9
Jen Totoritis 5000m 20:33.6
Sally Schonfeld 3000m 12:11.98
Erin Moede (tied) High Jump 4’10”
Sara Sager Javelin 24.2
Shot Put 10.45
Elizabeth Bashaw Long Jump 4.71
Baseball
Games Score
4/8/99 vs Carroll College W 5-0
4/8/99 vs Carroll Collegw L 0-5
Softball
G a m e s  S c o r e
4/12/99 vs UW-Superior W 10-2
4/12/99 vs UW-Oshkosh W 3-2
4/12/99 vs Lake Forest College L 0-4
Overall Record:
10-3-0
Conference Record 
0-0-0
T e n n i s  
Lawrence Invite 4/10-11/99
Team Results:
1. Whitewater 28
2. Lawrence 24
3. Lawrence/Whitewater 14
4. MATC 12
5. MSOE 8
6. Marshfield 5
7. Concordia 3
Individual Reuslts:
Lipari takes 1st in #1 Singles
Lipari over Hablewitz 6-4, 7-5 in the finals
Brekkan takes 1st in #2 Singles
Brekkan over Bedore 6-2, 2-6, 6-0 in the finals
Maschman takes 2nd in #3 Singles
Sauer over Maschman 6-2, 6-1
Stalnaker takes 2nd in #6 Singles
Halberg over Stalnaker 6-0, 6-2
Track and Field: W om en and m en  w in  big
b y  M a r k  S c h n o o r
-------------------------S p o r t s  E d it o r
Last Saturday, the men’s and 
women’s track and field teams 
from Beloit, Saint Norbert’s 
College, and Ripon gathered out­
side of Alexander Gymnasium to 
measure thier skills against the 
men and women of Lawrence 
University. Perhaps the visting 
teams underestemated the tal­
ent of the young Viking squad, or 
perhaps the home field advan­
tage was simply too much. 
Whatever the case, the 
Lawrence women handely 
defeated their opposition and the 
men, though faced with closer 
competion, captured first place 
as well.
One of the many reasons for 
the women’s success was the 
strenth of their throwers. Head 
Coach Dave Brown said that, 
“they (the throwers] are as good a 
group as I’ve ever had.” They 
are young too; all of them will be
Convocation
tion of Beschloss, “Crisis helps 
those who can rise to it.”
Beschloss concluded his 
convocation by looking at how 
historians will view the legacy 
of President Clinton. Though a 
recent poll of historians placed 
Clinton in the middle of the list 
of 20th century presidents, the 
jury is still out. The current 
negative view will not neces­
sarily stick. For example, 
Beschloss mentioned that, dur­
ing their presidencies, neither
returning next year and one of 
them is only a freshman. The 
throwers, however, are not the 
only young members of the 
team. A freshman sprinter, 
Anna Huber, was able to win 
first in both the 100m dash and 
the 200m dash.
While the men don’t have a 
speed demon like Anna, they do 
have speed in a number of 
places. The men put together a
first place 4x400m relay team 
and a second place 4x100m relay 
team.
They also have strong dis­
tance runners. The Vikings cap­
tured both first and second in 
the 5000m and the 10000m 
races. Coach Brown admitted, “I 
am very very pleased with both 
teams.” After a performance like 
the one they had last Saturday, 
it’s hard not to be.
Senior Sara Olson leaves the competition behind as she wins the 100m hurdles\ 
On Saturday, April 10 . Photo by Lisa Weatherbee
continued from page 1
Lincoln nor Kennedy were 
regarded as superlative presi­
dents. He said, “We historians 
will have to make a lot of judg­
ments that we cannot make in 
real time.” Beschloss also gave 
a reason for the continued exis­
tence of historians in a world 
where history can be viewed 
instantaneously, “If you are 
judging a president, you do not 
have access to all information 
in real time.”
Corrections
In the April 9, 1999 issue of 
the Lawrentian, the following 
errors were made:
The new track coach should 
have been identified as Steve 
Jung, 90.
The author o f “Viking soft* 
ball ‘explosive’ on the field” 
should have been Sara Snyder
I • '* ■ 72
The Lawrentian regrets 
these errors.
